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There is much talk about equality in our generation. The
current buzzword is equity (fairness). It is interesting that equity is
often associated with economic equality, leading to an idea that all
the talk may simply boil down to money rather than genuine respect
for one another. Of course, equality doesn’t apply to baseball
diamonds, tennis courts, the NFL draft, or courts of law and doctor’s offices. Some
win and some lose. Someone contracts a disease and others don’t. One person
lives long and another doesn’t. There are certain areas of life where people are not
equal. We are all equal in our blood. Everyone has red blood, and that comes from
God. That’s one reason Christians serve others. We understand that one day we
will stand before God and give an account of our lives.

Does it seem strange that cultures try to impose equality on their people?
Governments have committed themselves to trying to make people equal for a long
time. Of course, equality never seems to touch lawmakers. Even in countries
where salaries of lawmakers are kept intentionally low, corruption naturally
increases the income of those legislators through bribes intended to tip the scale in
favor of the giver. Moreover, governments have a somewhat spotty track record of
imposing equality on selfish people who happen to have differing talents, varying
degrees of mental strength, and uneven amounts of get-up-and-go energy, not to
mention different cultures. All of these qualities describe the whole human race.
We have the Bill of Rights, Equal Opportunity, and more recent efforts to
teach/train people in regard to Race. All of these are attempts at righting wrongs
and setting the record straight, maybe even creating a level playing field. These
attempts may be well intended, and are based on limiting the power of the strong in
order to protect and boost the week. Unfortunately, our attempts at leveling the
playing field of life often look more like revenge than a seeking after equality.
Should that surprise us? Attempting to make unequal things equal requires a large
amount of force, and that usually does not end well. Maybe the most dangerous
result of forced equality is that people gain a sense of entitlement. They believe the
good things in life are deserved by everybody. That is the downfall of the whole
equality way of thinking. Followers of Jesus know that our salvation was very
expensive. Jesus paid a high price for us, that we don’t deserve. We have it by
grace, through faith.
The Bible recognizes that God does not show favoritism, but sinful humans do.
God also does not use unequal scales when He judges us, but we tend to. We are
simply not very skilled at creating equality. The more we try to do so, the more we
repeat our mistakes and hurt each other. However, Jesus has given us a key
to greatness that leaves governments blushing because it also creates more
equality than any government program ever will. The key is service, a
hallmark of

Christian faith. Service as described in this article is non-required,
non-imposed, totally volunteer, unpaid, freely given with a desire to
genuinely help people come to know Jesus Christ. The goal is to bring
people to God, so that they can turn around and serve someone else. Jesus
said in Matthew 23:11, “11 The greatest among you will be your servant.”
September is Stewardship month, when we talk about being good stewards
of the lives given to us by God. We are servants, offering our Prayers, Presence,
Gifts, Service, and Witness to and through the church to others. This is one area
in which we don’t have to try to be equal. We can do our best to out-do one
another, knowing that God sees everything. God will reward us for the faith-filled service
we provide to others. Moreover, our society will recognize the respect we show to others as
genuine service and genuine love. Let’s be good stewards.
God bless all of you,
Pastor Kris

Daily Prayer Points
Sunday: Pray that our worship in the GMC would resemble the gathering described in the
book of Revelation of “all nations” and “peoples” gathered before the throne celebrating the
great salvation we have in Jesus Christ. (Revelation 7:9-10)
Monday: Pray for the needs of those in your congregation and how to reach out to those currently not attending. (Galatians 6:9-10)
Tuesday: Pray that the GMC be firmly and definitively grounded in the Holy Scriptures. (2
Timothy 3:16)
Wednesday: Pray that we, like the apostle Paul, would be willing to lose all things for the sake
of gaining Christ. (Philippians 3:7-9)
Thursday: Pray that we would be willing, when called, to participate in the fellowship of
Christ’s sufferings and that the persecution will result in the spread of the gospel. (Philippians
3:10)
Friday: Pray the power of Christ’s resurrection be evident in your life and others through bold
proclamation and transformed living. (Philippians 3:10-11)
Saturday: Pray that your church may experience the same mind of Christ while prayerfully
discerning what Christ is saying regarding affiliation with the GMC. (Philippians 3:12-16)

www.wesleyancovenant.org

BAZAAR BY THE BAY
Our annual bazaar will be held Saturday, October 15th from 9 - 2. So
ladies mark your calendars! We provide spaces for our vendors and have
our own booths. We need your support by contributing to our Grandma's
Attic (gently used items); Bake Sale; Used books; and Rada Cutlery. We
also would appreciate your help setting up, taking down and working at our
tables during the Bazaar.
It is always a fun time and great way to serve as the Community turns
out for our Bazaar by the Bay. For more information and to sign up to
help, please call or text Sally Nagy (989-362-7120) or (989-820-2965).
Thanks for your support!!

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for volunteers to be part of the Marketing Committee.
If interested please contact Laura at the Church Office. At present Laura
is the only member and she could use some help.

HARVEST TABLE
If you have excess produce, fruit, baked goods or crafts that you wish to
donate, please place them on our Harvest Table in the Gathering Area.

9/3 Kay Sias
9/6 Arika Hasty
9/7 Tanner Trafelet
9/9 Gar Keith
9/10 Eileen Brewer
9/13 Jeff Schlagel
9/14 Heather Chatt
9/14 Barb Ritema
9/16 Mary Bean
9/17 Coleen Keith
9/19 Robert Tetley
9/21 Sandy Lane
9/26 Bruce Menning
9/27 Betty Look
9/29 Tom King
9/30 Deb Dutton
9/30 Todd Davis

9/8 Robert & Margot Tetley
9/11 John & Sharon Franks
9/11 Chuck & Kay Klenow
9/14 Howard & Karlene Falker
9/23 Greg & Kathleen Bissonette
9/26 Larry & Donna Williams

If your name, birthday or
anniversary does not appear on
our list or the information is not
correct please call the Church
Office at 362-4288 or email at:
tumctawas@gmail.com

Mid-MI Emmaus
www.midmichiganemmaus.com

The Missions Committee and the Education
Committee are teaming up to have a luncheon after
church on Sunday September 11th. If you are
interested in signing up to make either a salad or a
dessert for the luncheon, there are clipboards in the Gathering Space
for you to do that. Please be sure to have the salads and desserts to
the church by 10 a.m. that day. Thank you ahead of time for helping to make the
luncheon a great time of fellowship. It is very much appreciated.
Soon we will begin making Cherry, Blueberry and Apple pies to sell in October.
The money from the pies will go toward the local school shoe project. Pies will be $12
each. Pies will be sold on Saturday, October 8th and Sunday, October 9th after the
church service as well as at the TUMW Bazaar on Saturday, October 15th. If there are
any pies left after those days, they will be sold after the church service on Saturday
(Oct.15th) and on Sunday (Oct.16th).
We will once again be participating in Operation Christmas Child (OCC).
Sometime at the end of September/beginning of October be looking for OCC boxes
with information inside on how to pack your box. The boxes will be due back to the
church by Sunday, November 13th.
Noisy Offering:
September: Tawas Pointe Paviillion project
October:
TUMC Sunday School program
November: Our local Alternative Education program
December: TUMC VBS
Again, The Missions team would like to thank you for the support you give to not
only our local community but also globally. May you be Blessed during the Autumn
season!

Separation Committee Update
At the Missions and Education Committee’s Joint Luncheon on
September 11th information will be shared regarding what the
Separation Committee has come up with after which a “straw
vote” will be held to determine the direction the congregation
wants this committee to take. This is a very important step in the
process.
Please plan on attending to enjoy a great meal,
obtain critical information, get your questions answered
and most importantly, give us your input.

LAYETTE MINISTRY
Layette Ministry is in need of baby boy
and girl wash cloths and onesies (0-3
months). There is a tote in the Gathering
Space for your donations.
Thank you,
Sharon Schlagel

AA MEETING WEBSITE
ww.dist26aa.org

COVID-19 HOTLINE
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has
established a hotline to answer health related questions about the
COVID-19 virus. It is open from 8am –5pm seven days a week.

1-888-535-6136

TAWAS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Welcome to Fall!!! Just where did the last few months go? We will have
our business meeting on Tuesday. September 6th at 1 pm. Please bring any
ideas for programs or things you want to do. We will begin to sign up for
workers for the Bazaar on October 15th. We have two funeral lunches this month
on the 10th for Jan and Jackie Cortright and on the 24th for Polly Roach. I will looking for
volunteers to help as well as providing salads. Lunch Bunch continues on the 4th Wednesday
at 12pm at the Big Boy Restaurant. If you haven't attended our meeting or the lunch please
consider coming out. Everyone is very welcome.
Sincerely,
Judy Hills
Pres Tawas UMW

United Methodist Women
If you would like more information of the United Methodist Women
activities, please contact:

Judy Hills ~~~~~~~~UMW President…..….... 984-4154
Barbara Ritsema ~~~UMW Vice President…...362-0432
Marilyn Denhoff~~~ UMW Secretary………...362-1380
Candy Thomas ~~~~UMW Treasurer…..….....739-2635
Sally Nagy~~~~~~~UMW Asst. Treasurer…...362-7120

CHURCH COMMITTEE INFORMATION
Each month we will be spotlighting a different church committee. There
are many committees within the church that deal with many different areas
of church activity. The Committee Chair from each committee will be
providing a short article about their committee. This information can be
found elsewhere in the BEACON.
September: Finance Committee
October: Staff Parish Relations Committee
November: Memorial Ministry

.

WHAT IS THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
According to the Book of Discipline, the Finance Committee for Tawas United
Methodist Church “shall give stewardship of financial resources as their
priority throughout the year.” This is quite ambiguous. The Finance
Committee addresses the following elements of stewardship.
1. Annual Budget. The Finance Committee works with the other committees
of the church to compile an annual budget for the church. The annual budget
for 2022 for Tawas United Methodist Church is $293,814. The budget for the
three largest items are $121,922 (42%) for SPRC for staffing of the church,
$75.070 (26%) for Trustees to maintain the church, and $53,247 (18%) for
interest and debt reduction. These three items account for 85% of our budget.
2. Monitor spending versus budget. The Finance Committee reviews the
spending of the church committees four times a year. These are the end of
April, June, September, and December. You will see an update on spending
versus budget in the bulletin and the Beacon shortly after these timeframes.
3. Monitor giving versus budget. The Finance Committee reviews the giving
of the church each month versus budget. An update is provided each month in
both the bulletin and the Beacon. The current data from the end of July shows
the total giving towards General Operations and Debt Retirement was
$150,185. The budget for the first 7 months of the year is $170,225. The
church has cash reserves to accommodate any short term cash short falls.
4. Monitor the financial viability of the church. This includes providing the
Church Council with information on cash reserves, reports on spending versus
budget, and reports on giving versus budget.
5. Work with the accountant and Treasurer to resolve any financial issues.
This includes monitoring billing issues and the church credit card.
Thanks for your support.
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Please share this newsletter
with anyone you know who
may be interested in visiting
our Church.

ADDRESS LABEL

Join us for Sunday Service
Saturday 4:00pm Worship
Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
At the church, on WIOS-AM 1480 or at
www.tawasumc.org
Pastor: Rev. Kris Kappler
Parsonage: 989-362-5399
Office Manager: Laura Loeffler
Music Director: Shawn Wygant
Custodian: Judy Hills
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00am to 2:00 pm (Lunch: 11:30—Noon)
Friday Closed
Church Office: 989-362-4288
Fax: 989-362-6320
Email: tumctawas@gmail.com
Web: www.tawasumc.org
Address: 20 W. M-55
Tawas City, MI 48763

Our
Purpose...
To connect
people to
God and one
another
through
Jesus Christ.

